Major Classification Types In the Legal Amazon, 1992

Forest

Forest is the most prevalent land type
in the Amazon Basin. Itis more than
3,000,000 square kilometers of the
basin, which translates into about
seventy percent of the total land cover.
(Previously, our 1986 data calculated
the land cover at seventy-five percent)
The image and photo here show closed
canopy, primary forest, which is forest
that has not been disturbed from modern
development.
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Deforestatation

One of the main concerns in the Legal
Amazon is the destruction or
deforestation of the Amazon Basin
Forest. The destruction of the forest for
various economic reasons has been on
the increase. As of 1992, the area of
destruction was close to 230,000 square
kilometers which is 30,000 km? more
than our previous calculation in 1986.
This number is close to 9 percent of the
total area in the Amazon Basin. The
satellite image below shows
deforestation as the light blue area.
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Secondary Growth

Secondary Growth occurs after primary
forest has been cut down and vegetation
begins to return. The satellite image
above shows secondary growth as the
reddish-pink area adjacent to or near
the deforestation (blue) areas.
Secondary growth is difficult to classify
because there are many different stages
of it. We have detected around 107,000
square kilometers of secondary growth,
which is a little over 2 percent of the
land types in the Amazon Basin.
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Cerrado

Cerrado is a natural, non forest land
type'made up primarily of grasslands.
It also contains scattered trees and
drought-resistant undergrowth. Itis
feund on high dry plains and it spans
almost 790,000 square kilometers of
the Amazon Basin, which is nearly 16
percent of the total area. The cerrado
in the image below is identified as the
blue and white areas and is
distinguished from deforestation by its
non-geometric shapes.
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